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CONTRIBUTED ARTICLES. 



A Backward Look To Urge Us Forward 



A SYMPOSIUM ON THE GRAND RAPIDS MEETING 

As retiring president I am glad to introduce this symposium because 
no one can consider that glorious gathering without being stirred to 
vigorous action. That was a week which was a worthy successor of those 
in nine preceding years. It represented a natural growth in the attend- 
ance of active members. It showed a greater solidarity of effort and 
it marked another step in the insuring of permanency and continuity of 
work of the organization, There was manifested that same hearty good 
fellowship, that surprising enthusiasm, and that broad tolerance which 
has made it unique as an educational gathering. 

While from the multitude of ideas that were presented, it is difficult 
to present a few as the most striking ones, it seems to me that the dominat- 
ing notes were (a) the stressing of the necessity of more adequate prepa- 
ration on the part of the supervisor; (b) the reiterating of the need of 
better musical material for teaching purposes, especially folk material 
for singing and dancing by the children; (c) the extending of musical 
activities throughout the community, both through instrumental work 
with children and the various manifestations of community music with 
adults; (d) the insistence upon results rather than methods; and (e) 
the upholding of the spiritual end as the great goal toward which super- 
visors must strive 

The local work under Mr. John W. Beattie's skillful direction was 
extremely helpful and suggestive and will serve as a model for many 
endeavors in the future. One noteworthy point in this connection was 
the opening of all the schools in Grand Rapids for inspection by the 
visitors. It was evident that Grand Rapids was willing that we should 
see their regular work rather than something prepared merely for visitors. 

Peter W. Dykema, Madison, Wis. 



The National Conference of Music Supervisors was a very happy 
event from our local standpoint and one which will not soon be forgotten. 
The fact that teachers, principals, administrative authorities, and every- 
body connected with our schools were willing to cooperate in making 
Grand Rapids' part in the Conference a success, is the thing which gives 
me the most satisfaction. And the inspiration which our children 
received, the professional spirit engendered among the teachers in the 
music department through all of them having a part in preparing for 
and entertaining the Conference and the greatly strengthened belief in 
the importance of music among our principals, school authorities and 
citizens have more than justified my faith in the value of the Conference 
to any city where it is held. 
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The experience of preparing for the Conference and then having it 
pass off so smoothly has left a profound and I believe a lasting impression 
upon our community. 

From my own personal standpoint, the opportunity to play host to 
so large and representative a group of supervisors, was a source of great 
pleasure. I wish you might be prevailed upon to pay us another visit. 

J. W. Beattie, Grand Rapids, Mich. 



This is a diminished report of minor impressions from a major portion of the 
Grand Rapids meeting. Augmented to suit the occasion. 

If you have ever attended a Conference of the National Super- 
visors of Music, you will ever after regret it — if you have to miss one. 

No word of tongue, nor line of pen, nor the reading of vast pages 
of a report, can ever compensate one for being absent when the musical 
clans convene. 

Meals are always filling — except banquets — but even the banquets 
were full of fun, and songs with food interspersed. The good old songs. 
I wonder if you have ever heard the good old songs sung? I mean sung 
by a great chorus of singers who really love the old songs because they 
are the truly great ones. Never have these songs been sung with such 
tender interpretation, with such a wealth of tone, such a bond of friendly 
acquaintance akin to comradship as when they are sung by the Super- 
visors at the banquets. 

And then the members themselves. You enjoy the class demonstra- 
tions, the concerts, the papers, the singing, the playing, in fact 
everything; but the renewal of old friendships, the making of new 
acquaintances, just knowing your fellow workers is the real joy of the 
Conference. 

And strange how quickly the mists of doubt fade away when you 
meet face to face those teachers whom you have known only through 
familiarity with their names in print. How readily you recognize each 
member for his full worth, for the best that is in him, how willing you 
are to be really human and love your fellow man — not forgetting the 
ladies. 

February may be the shortest month of the year, but beyond a doubt 
the shortest week is the week of the Conference. 

You hardly get your dues paid before it is time to pay your aug- 
mented hotel bill, pay your respects to your host, pack your accoutre- 
ments, sample music, pamphlets, collar and everything and start on 
your homeward journey, wishing that you were just coming instead 
of going. 

If you have never attended a meeting, make up your mind now 
that not another year shall pass into history and find you absent when 
the banquet hall is opened for the National Conference of Music Super- 
visors. 
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After the searching light of the Conference has played upon it, the 
work in Grand Rapids takes on a new aspect. So many interested and 
interesting visitors make the subject more vital, both to the teachers and 
children; dignity and weight are added in the eyes of those who are 
prone to view public school music indulgently, and for us who are 
striving day after day toward high standards, there is a thrilling, up- 
lifting feeling that we are a part of a big and wonderful system, com- 
posed of many high-minded men and women, whose ideals we share and 
whose struggles are perhaps similar to our own. 

For the most part I feel that the supervisors who visited my work 
were as anxious as I that the children do well. They were a helpful 
audience. The lessons given were as nearly like regular lessons as pos- 
sible. No one building was exploited, as every building large enough 
to have varied work was thrown open. On account of the very natural 
inclination of our guests to see the methods of various prominent super- 
visors on Tuesday morning of the Conference, some of our best grade 
work was not visited. 

The most emphasis is placed on tone quality. New work is taken 
up as simply as possible and new features are not regarded as problems. 
By this means the reading becomes fairly independent, though little or 
no technical knowledge of music is given below the sixth grade. A 
visiting supervisor inquired how the boys were "made" to sing. As a 
result of singing with light flexible voices from the kindergarten on, 
few boys have changed voices in the upper grades; they like to sing and 
they do. All eigth grades have some boys singing first soprano. We 
have tried to develop in the children of Grand Rapids the ability to sing 
musically a number of well chosen songs and to read music moderately 
well, so that the child who has no advantages outside of the school in 
this line, will enjoy this lesson time and take into his own life something 
of lasting value, as well as the child who studies with private teachers. 

Florence E. Allen, Grand Rapids, Mich. 



The inspiration of the Grand Rapids meeting is still seething within 
me, and I am very glad of this opportunity of telling what, to me, were 
some of the most vital points of interest. 

The details of Mrs. Fryberger's charming demonstration of what 
can be done in the way of real appreciation of music, by grade children ; 
Father Finn's most artistic practical work with the chorus, illustrating 
many of the points brought out in his address; the remarkable work 
done by the orchestras and bands in the Grand Rapids schools; the 
helpfulness of the various Round Tables under their competent leaders 
— all these remain vividly in my memory. Conversing in small groups, 
what can be more salutary than to have one's favorite gods ruthlessly 
desecrated, or to behold, plucked from the gutter to which one has con- 
signed it, some hated theory, dressed anew and flaunting brave colors? 

But aside from all these definite points, I feel that there is some- 
thing more inspiring, more educational, in the vague, almost inex- 
pressible "spirit" of the meeting. Five or six hundred people, earnest, 
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thoughtful, intelligent, all striving toward one goal, constitute a force 
felt by each individual member, by school authorities and by every one 
interested in educationaal progress. Away from the pettiness of just 
how, just when and just where — admirable in their place — the Super- 
visor of Music, a little deadened by the routine of detail, a little dog- 
matic in his theories, a little "in a rut" from being isolated, except in 
large cities, from others of his kind — finds a new life in the enthusias- 
tic give and take of ideas, in the depth and breadth of the ideals held by 
the leaders of this onward movement, and he returns home quite revivi- 
fied with the inspiration of the Conference — the deadly details hinged 
securely on the ultimate aim for another year. 

Alice W. Cbane, Madison, Wis. 



To have attended the various meetings of the recent convention of 
Music Supervisors and not to have been fired with intense enthusiasm 
and an earnest desire to teach our American people to know love and 
appreciate the best and noblest in the art of Music, would be as im- 
possible as to be near a great fire and not feel its diffusing heat. 

The main object in view seemed to be the re-enstalling of the 
Chorus and the Folk-Song into its former niche of honor. The beuatiful 
selections rendered so artistically by the Supervisors was a shining 
example of the possibilities of that phase of the art. These two very 
important, yet much neglected features, seem to my mind to be the first 
step toward bringing our people to a realization of the need of a better 
class of Music. 

Considered as a whole, the convention was a decided success, and I 
am sure has filled all those whose good fortune it was to be present, with 
a higher, nobler sense of duty, a duty which will impel the East and 
West, North and South to join in consecrating every fibre of their being 
to bring about the materialization of the great aim of the convention. 
Dominican Sisters, Per Sk. M. E., Grand Rapids, Mich. 



One who attends the National Conference is impressed with the 
dignity and business-like manner in which it is conducted ; with the sin- 
cere purposeful attitude of all in attendance ; and with the strong family 
feeling, without formality or reserve. 

It arouses a feeling of overpowering responsibility resting upon 
those who assume the duties of teaching. It means something more than 
methods, something bigger than text-books, something richer than box- 
seats and season tickets. It reaches beyond the school children to every 
living creature. 

It would seem that the whole world is turning topsy-turvy, politi- 
cally, morally, socially, spiritually — yet in the upheaval the essential 
things must come to the top and music is leading in the van. Studio, 
chimney-corner, office, factory, school, and nursery are all joining hands 
without apology in swelling the world's chorus. 
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Therefore we cannot afford to miss a single opportunity in prepara- 
tion, participation, appreciation, and inspiration which the Conference 
gives to those who attend. 

Lillian McCeacken, Boulder, Colo. 



I came home from Grand Rapids fired with zeal and filled to over- 
flowing with all of the good things offered by our host, Mr. Beatty, and 
our capable president, Mr. Dykema, under whose direction every thing 
moved so smoothly and with so much dispatch. The grade school work, 
the beautiful singing of the intermediate and high schools, and the ex- 
position of the band and violin classes, were alone worth going many 
miles to hear. The unique and charming concert of the Fuller sisters 
was most enjoyable and Father Finn's round table talk on the voice of 
the boy was highly instructive, while to sit under his masterful baton 
was a treat not often accorded ordinary mortals. Mr. Barnhart's mes- 
sage on Community Singing was a revelation to many not familiar with 
the wonderful work he is doing in the cast. Mr. Chubb's address on 
"Music as a Folk Art" was very scholarly and delightfully told. 

The large and splendid display of the music publishing houses 
appealed to me. Last, but not least; meeting of old friends; making new 
ones; interchanging ideas with live supervisors and the spirit of good 
fellowship at the banquets were some of the benefits attendant upon 
this most enthusiastic gathering of supervisors. 

Lucy Robinson, Wheeling, W. Va. 



So far as I was able to discover, there was, among the Conference 
members, a decided feeling of satisfaction regarding the meeting at 
Grand Rapids. 

Every item of the program was very much worth while, and the 
president is to be congratulated upon the adherence to time-schedule 
which insured fair play to all. 

The membership was splendidly represented by talented, genial, 
fine appearing people, and there was everywhere in evidence, cordiality 
and interest in one's neighbors. 

It was borne in upon us that the cause of public school music is 
being materially advanced through the influence exerted by this power- 
ful body. There is a dignity and ideality of purpose noticeable in these 
gatherings that begets the respect and admiration of musicians in other 
fields and of the layman as well. 

Through all discussion, however at variance ideas may be, all, 
personally, are led to realize that the success and appreciation which we 
may be happy in calling our own, are due to our enthusiasm, — en- 
thusiasm based upon definite, well planned procedure. Such enthusiasm 
and many of the ideas that go into such procedure are to be gained 
through the intellectual and social opportunities of these great national 
meetings. 
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Through them we gain in tangible, definite data, and further in less 
tangible but equally valuable ideals, and the experience is indispensable, 
one may almost say, to the progressive supervisor, young or old. 

Success then to our work and to another great meeting. 

Hannah Cundiff, Oshkosh, Wis. 



I overheard a remark at a dinner table one evening during the con- 
vention from a gentleman who was certainly not one of us. He said: 
"I hate running up against these conventions; this is a teachers' one but 
they seem a "sporty" crowd to be teachers." I took this as a compliment 
to ourselves, as it represented to me — on a first meeting with American 
teachers — the general atmosphere, if "sporty" means not what the usual 
atmosphere of a teachers' conference means — at least in my experience — 
narrowmindedness, prejudice, and dogmatism. To get the necessary 
good from such a meeting, one must come with an open mind, and be as 
impressionable as children are. It adds to the pleasurable side too, 
and is a good tonic for the jaded mind. One sees so much work in opera- 
tion, sees the methods used and the results they accomplish; one hears 
so many ideas from the papers given; one hears the discussions at the 
round tables for and against; one meets so many people engaged in the 
same business. There is no excuse for keeping in a rut; criticise what has 
been seen, ponder over it, experiment with what appeals to you for your 
sphere, work, use, or discard what from your experience and reasoning 
you find you can use or discard. In one week you have heard and seen 
enough to keep you fit to be fresh every day in mind and hence in body, 
for your work for at least one year. Music is such a many sided subject 
it is possible to teach it and be interesting, fresh, and alive, all one's 
life. But it is easy teaching one special subject to get into a well trod- 
den path and take the life out of oneself, the subject and the material 
being taught. A convention will prevent all this and show the many- 
sidedness of the subject and the amount of variety, life, and spirit that 
can be put into it. 

Hence it is necessary and most advisable for teachers of music to 
attend such a Conference. Even visiting one conference means you 
get the ideas and methods of securing the main results all teachers of 
music strive for, from people drawn from over the vast continent of 
America. How else could this be achieved? 

Coming from Scotland recently and still being in a British colony, 
and being brought up musically in a traditional way, I was struck by 
the big outlook American teachers have in teaching music in schools 
It goes much further than the orthodox musical school education. The 
extensive use of the graphophone for a general education in listening or 
appreciation, the development of orchestral and band work, the sym- 
phony orchestra, the smaller chamber music combinations as seen in 
Grand Rapids, and the work being done in California, the interest dis- 
played in summer schools to keep learning more about methods and im- 
proving one's general musical education, the various methods of teach- 
ing music — sight singing chiefly — in different parts of the country were 
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all interesting aspects to me as well as the free giving and receiving of 
ideas on how to do it and how not to do it, as well as the why and where- 
fore of doing or not doing. 

One special feature of the convention for one who has not been 
there before is that socially, one is received with open arms by the leading 
officials and prominent teachers of the country so that from the start 
you are an active member, even though the badges are late in arriving. 

Duncan McKenzie, Montreal, Canada. 



Among the many reasons for attending the annual meetings of the 
Music Supervisors National Conference, I shall mention first, the pleas- 
ure and advantage of coming into personal contact with the foremost 
directors of public school music in the United States. To know those 
who have probably done the most to raise public school music to the 
plane where it is today, and to have the privilege of hearing these people 
in formal addresses and informal conferences, is not only a pleasure, 
but a real professional help. 

With few exceptions, the active members have no opportunity of 
seeing each other except at these yearly conventions, and it is a delight 
to find that acquaintances formed some years before, grow into strong 
friendships through these yearly meetings. The spirit of mutual help- 
fulness that exists among the members of our profession shows itself 
in the ready willingness with which one gives others the benefit of his 
thought and experience. Some one has prepared a course of study, has a 
list of good material, or has used a new method with success, and he is 
ready to give freely for the asking, the fruits of his labor. 

In these days of school surveys and efficiency tests and measure- 
ments it is well for the music supervisor to take the initiative in the mat- 
ter of a public school music-survey, and be the first one to find musical 
weaknesses that may exist in the school system under his charge. 

Comparing the work in one's own school system with the work 
seen and heard in the convention city, is a good measuring test. The 
Executive Committee considers well before deciding upon the place of 
meeting and every effort is made to select a city where some of the 
best public school music work can be seen. Our hostess city looks for- 
ward for six months to the coming of the members of the Conference 
and the music demonstrations at the Annual Meeting are bound to be the 
best that school system can offer; thus, it seems to me, we cannot do 
better than measure our own course of study, and the work of our pupils 
in both vocal and instrumental music with the work that we see year 
after year in the cities where the Conference meets. 

The Grand Rapids meeting was a great success, and all credit is due 
those who made the program and carried it out with such favorable 
results. 

Elsie M. Shawe, St. Paul, Minn. 



There is a difference in attitudes toward one's worth which is like 
the difference in attitudes toward one's singing. One can like to sing, 
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and sing with due regard for accuracy of pitch and rhythm, and for ex- 
pression marks; and likewise, one can like to teach, and teach accord- 
ing to approved methods. But there is a singing that flows from the 
depths of one's being with an inevitable movement like that of a deep 
river. It is as if all the elements of one's life were bound together to 
make a song. That kind of singing is not mere pleasure. It is an ex- 
prssion of that extra, higher vitality in man which lifts him above all 
petty and mean things, and which must be invoked today if he is to 
carry the vision of a nobler order of life, unblurred, through the terrible 
night of war. And there is a working which is likewise a free expression 
of that higher vitality. That kind of working, which creates its own 
methods, is the result of a deep conviction that its aims are eminently 
worth while. 

I went to Grand Rapids for information about methods and got a 
precious share of it ; but the greatest benefit was a new conviction of the 
worth of music, which came to me through being, talking, and singing 
with those hundreds of fine people all lending their best efforts to the 
same work. 

When I fall into the rut of mere methods again, I shall regain the 
high road by recalling my experiences at Grand Eapids, and I shall cer- 
tainly endeavor to attend the next conference. There is an invaluable 
something in community thinking and community conversing, as there 
is in community singing, which cannot be attained in any solo perfor- 
mance. 

Augustus D. Zanzig, New York City. 



To me the meeting of the Supervisors Conference in Grand Rapids 
was one of the most, if not the most helpful and inspiring meeting of 
the kind that I have ever attended. This was my sixth convention of 
the season, and it certainly was a fitting climax to the season's work in 
that direction. 

It was not alone the messages which the different speakers brought 
to us, not yet the excellent programs given by the pupils of the Grand 
Rapids Schools, that gave me an inspiration which I could bring home 
with me. But it was the act of "rubbing elbows" with the men and 
women who are high up in the work, and who have ideas and ideals of 
their own, which they are not afraid to express for the benefit of those 
who wish to hear them. 

The programs were all interesting and valuable, bearing as they 
did, quite largely upon the side of our work which we are too prone to 
forget. The discussion of mere methods, ways and means of doing 
things, seldom leads to satisfactory results in gatherings of this charac- 
ter, and if we can be lead to turn our thoughts to the great good which 
may come from our every day work through a stronger belief in music 
as a refining, cultural, social influence, we shall be able to do more good 
for those who sit under our instruction. This message the Grand Rapids 
Conference had for us. 

Geo. Oscar Bowen, Flint, Mich. 
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I regard the Annual meeting of the M. S. N. C. as an event of such 
supreme importance, that no supervisor who claims to be "alive" and 
progressive, can afford to miss a single convention if it be at all possible 
to attend. Each succeeding year marks a more successful meeting than 
the last, and to miss one is like skipping a chapter in a fascinating story, 
with this exception: one can go back and read the omitted chapter, but 
that particular conference, with its splendid associations and inspira- 
tional influences, is gone beyond recall, and a typed report, however 
complete and vivid, is but a poor substitute. 

Absorbed in the contemplation of our own tasks and intent on solving 
the problems which arise from day to day, we are apt to forget that 
"there "are others" and to get out of touch with the progress which is 
being made throughout the U. S. by our fellow workers. At the confer- 
ence, however, one learns that others have met with the selfsame diffi- 
culties with which we were confronted, and there is much comfort in 
that, for we are but human ! One also learns that others have met with 
the same successes which we have enjoyed and (while there is perhaps 
not such great comfort to be derived from that — for again we are 
human!) this point is fully as valuable to us as the other, since it re- 
duces the possibility of our becoming top heavy and enables us to main- 
tain a better balance! We gain knowledge by viewing the mistakes of 
others and we should receive inspiration in witnessing their successes. 

All who attended the Grand Rapids meeting had the opportunity to 
hear thoroly discussed by people of experience, almost every phase of 
Public School Music and to see many of these phases splendidly demon- 
strated by the children of the Grand Rapids Schools, in evidence of the 
most efficient work of our host, Mr. Beattie and his capable corps of 
assistants. At round table, in general assembly, in school rooms, in the 
hotel lobby, on the street, everywhere the atmosphere was surcharged 
with Public School Music — we breathed it, talked it, thought it, ate and 
drank it, in short lived it, waking and sleeping from Monday to Friday 
until we became so thoroly filled with it that we could contain no more, 
and then, perforce, we adjourned! One must, indeed, be dead who fails 
to respond to the quickening influence of such an enthusiastic gathering 
as the one at Grand Rapids! 

Upon me, personally, the effect was that of a powerful tonic, and I 
came home to my work with invigorated mind, a keener zest and a 
clearer vision because of the things I had seen and heard — in fact I 
brought back with me, a recharged storage battery of musical vitality 
sufficient to last until the 1918 event. 

But aside from these (shall we say?) selfish reasons for attending 
the M. S. N. C. there is the duty of loyalty which we owe to our profes- 
sion. We are striving for recognition, in the eyes of the world, equal 
to that accorded the other professions. Now, the world is apt to base 
its opinion of the relative importance of conventions by the number of 
those who attend. Numerically we are strong enough to convince the 
most skeptical, but our strength is unsuspected because we have never 
made a demonstration. In the phraseology of the day, therefore "each 



14 CONTRIBUTED ARTICLES. 

one should do his bit" by rallying to the cause and make it a duty 
to attend, if possible, the 1918 Conference, no matter when, where, or 
under what conditions it is held. Let mobilization be the watch word 
for the supervisor as well as the soldier. 

Anton H. Embs, New Albany, Indiana. 



Were I to attempt a complete recital of impressions gained by my 
visit to Grand Rapids, to attend the National Supervisors Conference, 
I fear the Journal would look like the Easter number of Life. Perhaps 
the chief impression I received was the atmosphere of eagerness. One's 
astral vision seemed to sense the tongues of fire resting upon this con- 
course of fishers of men. I found largeness of feeling rapidly developing 
in me as I conversed with one or other charming, though apparently or- 
dinary person, upon finding that I was in touch with the heart and head 
of a great community of future Americans, somewhere in America. 
Everyone upon acquaintance developed into someone of extreme im- 
portance to a large section of American seedlings. 

I thought what a grand thing it was for us all to assemble at the 
headwaters and look out upon the source. What pictures and plans 
would be carried back to the home towns to be reviewed and worked 
out. What memories of valuable friendships formed, of interesting per- 
sonalities. The humble would be inspired to become great, with loose, 
flowing ideas, and the great, greater, under the benign influence of this 
gathering. Unselfishness reigned, for everyone was collecting, assorting, 
and renewing ideas for the community benefit. The brotherhood of man 
and the Fatherhood of God was the predominant note. Friendly criti- 
cisms, and differences of opinion simply served their natural purpose, 
namely to widen viewpoints. 

To become personal, I came back to Ottawa electrified, and pro- 
ceeded to galvanize those about me into greater activity. Moreover the 
inspiration I received shows no sign of subsiding but increases daily and 
fills my horizon. The friendliness of everyone will remain a lasting 
sourse of gratitude and cordial feeling. 

I would not have missed this experience for anything. I shall cer- 
tainly make every effort to attend the next conference. 

Donald Heins, Ottawa, Canada. 



The Conference at Grand Rapids has had a two-fold meaning for 
me, since attending it. I had anticipated much pleasure and profit, but 
I did not realize to any material degree, just how great both would be. 

The enthusiasm shown by the large number of supervisors in at- 
tendance, and the increasing interest from one meeting to the next, were 
quite beyond my expectations. 

The opportunity given to meet and know others in the same pro- 
fession, from all parts of the country, and to observe the different 
view-points taken, on one subject or another, is one that cannot be over- 
valued. 
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I am sure that one cannot help but feel a fresh enthusiasm and in- 
spiration after attending a series of such wonderfully interesting meet- 
ings as those recently held at Grand Rapids. It is with great pleasure 
that I look forward to the next Conference. 

Ella M. Beownell, St. Johnsbury, Vt. 



Congratulations on the 1917 Music Supervisors' National Con- 
ference ! 

It was a delightful meeting and the Pantlind Hotel, in point of 
attractiveness and comfort, was an ideal place for headquarters. 

I was very much impressed with the orchestral offerings, showing 
the strides in Instrumental Music in the schools. 

Father Finn's addresses and rehearsals were also notable contribu- 
tions to the fine program. 

In addition to being instructed and entertained by the many excel- 
lent features of the program — it was a real pleasure and inspiration to 
renew old friendships — and talk over professional matters with those 
whom we meet only on occasions of this nature. 

Helen Poole, Milwaukee, Wis. 



Because you ask it, I enclose herewith a brief statement of my im- 
pressions of the Conference at Grand Rapids. The whole thing was so 
big in its inspirational uplift! If you feel that you can modify the 
statement which I have made herewith so as to give that impression 
better than I have, I should like to have you do so. It was a wonderful 
conference. 

I was impressed with the professional spirit of the Conference ; the 
reaching after ideals; the attitude of learners that marked the super- 
visors in their visiting of the schools; the charming reception accorded 
us by the teachers and pupils of Grand Rapids, and their excellent work ; 
the addresses that, without a single exception, were masterly and worthy 
of a National Conference. Surely every supervisor there left Grand 
Rapids with broader vision, higher aims, unbounded hope for the future 
of school music, and unspeakable appreciation of our debt to our presi- 
dent and to our host. 

Ada M. Fleming, Chicago, 111. 



While the last meeting of our Music Supervisors Conference was 
just as uplifting and inspiring as any of the many previous ones I have 
attended, I was greatly impressed, in addition to this by its fine or- 
ganization. 

We were given something of value every minute of the five days, 
and all was conducted in such a prompt businesslike manner, that there 
was no waste of time nor energy. The discussions were specific, brief and 
broad, every detail carried out on time, distinct notices were given of 
every subject and meeting, and we were allowed a wide range to select 
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from. While I have heard enthusiastic praise of the entire program, I 
have not heard one word of criticism. I brought away the feeling that 
I had gained a large dividend on my investment, and am proud to be a 
member of an association that is acknowledged by some of our best 
superintendents to be a power and model in educational work. 

Mes. Kate M. B. Wilson, Saginaw, Mich. 



When I went to the Grand Kapids Conference my "inspiration 
well" was getting nearly dry. To even attempt to teach music without 
this well is a dismal failure. No subject in the curriculum makes such 
heavy and persistent demands on it as does music. From beginning to 
end the Conference was simply a rain of inspiration. The speeches, the 
music we heard, the music we helped to make, the classes we observed, 
the interchange of ideas, both within the Conference and on the side 
lines all were most thought provoking. To those of us who came from 
small places where we hear so little music and are out of contact with 
people who are leading the forward movements in music, an opportunity 
to attend the Music Supervisors' Conference is well worth real sacrifice 
of time, strength and money. 

Lucy A. Baker, Whitewater, Wis. 



The farther one recedes from the Grand Rapids Meeting, the more 
lustrous looms its impressive mirage. No convention has ever appeared 
to me so rich in suggestive material. My chief wish at the time was 
that every one of my supervisors, scattered as they are all over Pennsyl- 
vania, might have been with me. Observation of facts and acts is of 
vastly greater educational value than a study of even the most accurate 
reports can possibly be. Therefore, I shall urge an increased attendance 
from my State hereafter. 

Every supervisor left Grand Rapids with a feeling of gratification. 
Not only was this due to the inexorable accuracy with which President 
Dykema maintained a smoothly flowing hourglass but to the warm 
hospitality, from welcome to adieu, of our kindly host Mr. John Beattie. 

Paul E. Beck, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 



Why Study Music Appreciation ? 

A TALK TO HIGH SCHOOL PUPILS 

By WILLYS P. KENT 

Director of Music, Ethical Culture School, New York City. 

A few days ago one of your number asked me what we do in music 
appreciation classes. I answered him briefly. "Well what's the use of 
it?", was the next question. It suggests the question supposed to be 
asked by a small boy, "What's the use in anything?" His answer was, 
"Nothin'." You smile, but that is the way Solomon answered the 



